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English Exercise 1LR (Listening & Reading)
Taught by Prof. Masahito Watanabe

In December 2014, Prof. Masahito Watanabe held an open lecture
during his English Exercise 1LR (Listening & Reading) class for

first-year students.

The class transitioned through several activities, including a
review of grammar practice exercises assigned in the previous
lesson, through the introduction of new material, and later a quiz
to check mastery of the points. The organization was very
familiar to the students, who transitioned seamlessly from
checking homework to doing group work, and later, to focusing
their attention on a lecture which introduced the day's new

points.

The students were very much at ease interacting with the
teacher and with each other. The way in which students
consulted with both the teacher and their classmates about
various grammar points without hesitation made it clear that the

students were comfortable seeking any help they might need.

Observers of the class were interested in two aspects of the class
in particular. First was the “small class” atmosphere, despite an
enrollment of more than 40 students. The teacher knew every
student by name and was clearly familiar with each one's
individual needs. He gave personalized advice to students and
the students were relaxed and not at all self-conscious, even

when unsure of the correct answer.

The second point worth special note was the extremely smooth

use of information technology during the class. This lesson’s
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listening activity took up a conversation between two students in
the U.S. discussing an aspect of college life. When it became
clear that some students were unfamiliar with one of the topics
of the conversation, the teacher immediately turned and
conducted an Internet search for photographs, displaying the

search results in real time to the class on a large screen.

In this way, the class provided an excellent opportunity for
observers to reflect upon the class atmosphere they create in
their own courses, as well as how they might incorporate

technology to enhance students’ understanding of class topics.
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Chinese Exercise 2a

Taught by Assoc. Prof. Masayo Niinuma

In January 2015, Assoc. Prof. Masayo Niinuma opened her
Chinese Exercise 2a class to observation by the YNU community.
It was the final class of the term, enabling the observers to see
for themselves the progress of the students over the academic
year.

The class began with a review of grammar, which was followed
by pairwork in which students took the roles of shoppers and
store clerks. The students asked directions, confirmed prices,
and answered survey questions about their “shopping experi-
ence.” In this way they were able to review a wide variety of
expressions that had been covered throughout the course.

The teacher also invited a YNU graduate student who is a native
speaker of Chinese to interact with the students during the
second half of the class. Each student was able to ask the visiting
native Chinese speaker at least one question about her daily
life—"“Are vou busy recently?” “What is your favorite food?”
“Have you ever been to Tokyo Tower? —and many students
grinned from ear to ear when this visiting teacher understood

their pronunciation and grammar and responded to them.
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Oral Communication IIB
Taught by Prof. Tara Cannon
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The comprehensive review of a wide variety of expressions
followed by this interaction with a native speaker gave the
students an excellent opportunity to realize for themselves how
much they had mastered over their 10 months of study.

The class ended with some advice from both the native-speaking

visitor and the teacher about T
2 -
how to study in the future, [ a5 &

s

including tips on improving
pronunciation, especially tones,
and how to increase exposure
to authentic input.

Reflecting on the class, Assoc.
Prof. Niinuma commented, “The
opportunity to interact with a
native speaker increases learners’
motivation. I also want them to
approach language without being
afraid of making mistakes.”
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English Exercise 1S (Speaking)
Taught by Lecturer Jon Hammond

In February 2015, Lecturer Jon Hammond opened his
English Exercise 1S (Speaking) class to observation by the
YNU community.

The class began with a review of exercises that had
been assigned as homework, followed by a test of
vocabulary. The students then moved into independent
work in which they prepared to deliver several different
types of oral presentations. Some students practiced by
themselves while others worked together on group-based
presentations.

During this course, each student was required to practice
several types of presentation styles. On the day of the
open class, one assignment was the presentation of a poem,
in which the students focused on stress, timing, and
rhythm. Another was a group presentation of an original
dialogue, in which the students had to demonstrate voice

control and natural use of gestures. A third was delivery
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of an original speech, in which the students had to focus on
eve contact, gestures, and dramatic pauses aimed at
building interest among the listeners.

After some practice time in which the teacher gave
one-on-one advice, students offered to present their
work in front of the class.
The students volunteered
enthusiastically and spoke
in front of the class without
hesitation. The students were
very receptive to the comments
from the teacher towards
their work and seemed to
appreciate that the comments
were well-tailored to their

specific needs.
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